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If  I  ( hut  up  Heaven  that  there  be  no 
Rain,  or  if  I  command  the  Locujls 
to  devour  the  Land ,  or  if  I  fend 
Peji ilence  among  my  people : 

If  my  people ,  which  are  called  by  my 
Name ,f. ball  humble  them f elves ,  and 
pr  ay, and  feek^  my  face,  and  turn  from 
their  wicked  wayes,  then  will  l  hear 
from  heaven ,  and  will  forgive  their 
fin,  and  will  heal  their  Land. 

/  l  * 

HE  words  area  Gracious 
Promife  made  by  the 
Lerd  unto  Solomon  after 
he  had  dedicated  the 
Temple  by  fafting  and 
prayer;  for  though  there 
be  no  mention  of  Fafiing> 
yet  if  we  confult  the  time,  we  fhall  find 
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that  it  was  in  the  feventh  moneth ,  2  Chron . 

5.  3.  and  that  the  folemnity  continued 
from  the  8.  to  the  2  3 .  day  of  that  monech, 

2  Chron.  7.  10.  and  the  10.  day  was  by 

a  Statute  for  ever  appointed  to  be  a 
day  wherein  to  afflift  their  fouls  ,  Levit. 
16.  29. 

The  parts  are  three.  1.  A  Suppofiti- 
on  of  Judgements ,  verf.  1 3 .  where,  by  the 
enumeration  of  Three,  any  others  may  Sy- 
nechdochieally  be  underftood. 

2.  A  Dire&ion  unto  Duties  :  wherein 
are  two  things  to  be  taken  notice  of.  1 .  The 
Quality  of  the  perfons  who  are  to  perform 
them,  c JHy  people  called  by  my  Name .  2 .  A 
Specification  of  the  Duties ,  which  are 
thefe  four  ,  Humiliation ,  Supplication  ,  Re¬ 
conciliation,  Converfion. 

3 ,  A  Gracious  Promt fe  of  Mercy,  where* 
in  are  very  remarkable  four  fignal  Returns 
of  Grace  in  conformity  to  their  Duties. 
1.  They  Humble  themfelves  under  Gods 
Holy  hand ,  and  he  humbleth  himfelf  to 
look  dow n  from  Heaven.  2rThey^ra)>and 
God  hears  their  prayer.  3.  They  feek  the 
favour  and  the  face  of  God  ,  and  God /br- 
gives  their  (in ,  and  is  reconciled  unto 
them.  4.  They  Turnhom  their  wicked 
wayes ,  and  God  Heals  thofe  evils  which 

thofe  wicked  wayes  had  brought  upon 
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the  Land ;  no  duty  undertaken  in  vain,but  a 
futable  and  correfpondent  Mercy  protnifed 
to  encourage  them  thereunto. 

It  may  here  not  impertinently  be  asked , 
why  thefe  three  Judgements  of  putting  up 
Heaven,  fending  Locufis  and  Teftilence ,  are 
rather  mentioned  than  any  other,  fince 
doubtlefs  the  Promife  doth  extend  it  felf 
further?  I  take  the  reafon  to  be*  i.  Becaufe 
thefe  af e  ifrefiftaSle,  no  Counfcl,  no  Poli¬ 
cy,  no  Strength  can  prevent  them.  2.  Be¬ 
caufe  they  are  inilicted  by  Cod  alone ,  no 
fecond  caufes  immixed  in  them ,  if  1  fhut 
up  Heaven,  if  I  command  the  Locufts , 
if  I  {end  Peftilence. 

1.  If  nn  Enemy  .come,  Counfel  may  hin¬ 
der,  ftrength  may  vanquifh,  Treafure  may 
bribe,  and  divert  him.  Our  own  Polices 
and  Provifions  may  feem  to  contribute  to¬ 
wards  our  help.  But  againft  an  *Army 
of  Locals  ,  no  Policy,  Wifdome,  Srength, 
Embaflie  can  prevail.  No  power  of  man 
can  open  or  fhut  the  Clouds ,  No  Gates  or 
Barres  can  keep  out  a  Famine,  or  a  ‘Tefii- 

lence  from  a  place.  '/■ 

2.  If  an  Snemy come  ^  we  arc  apt  to  a- 

fcribe  that  to  the  malice  of  men  5  to  look 
outward  to  fecond  caufes,  and  not  inward 
to  our  own  fins,  or  upward  to  the  Juftice 
of  God ,  though  it  be  certain ,  that  there 
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is  no  humane  Hoflility  without  a  divine 
Comrniifton.  Men  arc  Gods  Rody  and  Smrdy 
and  Stajfcy  <2>fal .  ly.  13.  Ifa.  10.  5,  6. 
Sz>ek.  21,335,11.  He  by  his  fecret  and 
holy  Providence  edgeth  the  fpirits  of  men 
againft  one  another  ,  (  as  he  fent  an  evil 
fpirit  between  the  men  of  Shechem  and  A - 
bimeUch)Jttdg%$.  2 3. And (lirreth  up  Adver¬ 
saries  againft  thofe  that  provoke  him,  as  he 
did  againft  Solomon ,  1  Reg.  1 1 . 14, 2  3  And 
when  he  pleafeth  to  return  in  Mercy,  He  re -  J 
huketb  the  f  vordy  and  breaketh  the  bow ,  and 
cuttetb  the  fpear  in  funder  y  Pfalm  4 6.  9. 
Ifa.  54. 1 7.  Thefe  things  I  fay  are  cer¬ 
tain.  But  we  are  too  apt  to  bite  the  (tone 
that  hurts  us,  and  not  mind  the  hand  that 
threw  it.  Whereas  when  wrath  is  from 
Heaven  only,  we  are  forced  to  fee  God , 
we  havenofecond  caufcs  toaferibe  it  unto. 

So  the  meaning  is  ^  If  I  fend  Judgments 
immediately  from  my  felf ,  fuch  as  no  hu¬ 
mane  Wifdome  can  prevent,  or  Tower  re¬ 
move  ,  if  then  the  people  fhall  bethink 
themfelves,  and  return,  and  feek  my  face, 
they  fhall  find  that  when  Wifdome  ,  Poli¬ 
cy,  Treafures,  Walls,  Armour,  Munition 
are  nothing  worth.  Prayer  and  Repentance 
fhall  avail  lor  healing. 

So  here  is  a  double  Combate  between  God 
and  Man,  *  1 .  Man  provokes  God  with  fin, 

—  l.  -  '  and 
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and  God  overcomes  fin  with  Judgement. 

2. Man  wreftleth  with  Prayer  and  Humi¬ 
liation  and  God  yieldeth  in  Mercy  and 
Compaflion. 

1  begin  w  ith  the  firft  General  the  fup-. 
pofition  of  Judgements,  and  from  thenee- 

make  two  obfervations.  • 

I.  Judgements  light  not  on  a  people  ca- 
fually,  or  by  chance,  but  by  the  over-ru- 
lin®  and  difpofing  Power  and  fuftice  of  the 
Command  and  tommiffion  of  God.  It 
hath  not  an  earthly  original ;  It  groves 
not  out  of  the  du(l,  Job  5 . 6,7.  but  it  comes 
from  Heaven,  andisfent  from  God  to  fig- 
nifie  fomething  of  his  mind  unto  us. 

1 .  Sometimes  indeed  by  way  of  Da- 
minien  and  abfolute  Power ,  He  deflroy- 
eth  the  perfeft  and  the  wicked,  he  Iaugh- 
ethat  the  trial  of  the  innocent,  fob  9.  22, 
2  2 .  Sometimes  as  a  Preparation  unto  inten- 
ded  CMercy,  as  men  plow  the  ground  which 
they  mean  to  inrich  with  precious  feed , 
and  carve  theftonc  which  they  mean  to  put 
in  the  top  of  the  building,  fofefhs  Iron 
chain  made  way  to  his  golden  chain,  and 
Davids  troubles  feafon’d  him  for  his  Crown. 
As  men  put  forth  longeft  into  wind  and 
fun  that  great  Timber  which  muft  bear 
the  sreateft  burden  and  ftrefsof  the  build- 
in*.  No  fuch  School  to  learn  in  as  the 
»  School 
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School  of  JffliBion.  Butmoft  ufuaJJy  in  a 
way  of  Justice  >  Becaufe  thy  fins  were  increaf- 
ed,  I  have  done  thefe  things  unto  thee ,  Jer. 
30.15.  Thou  haft  done  right,  we  have 
done  wickedly.  Neb.  9.  33.  I  have  not 
done  without  caufe  all  that  1  have  done ,Ezek. 
14.23.  'Perfonal  chaftifements  may  be 
for  tryal  and  exercife  of  faith  and  pati¬ 
ence  ,  but  general  and  publick  Judge¬ 
ments  are  ever  in  math  and  difpleafure. 

Such  have  been  the  dealings  of  God  in 
this  Nation  5  The  cup  of  Affliction  hath 
been  given  to  All  orders  of  men  5  we  have 
feen  Princes  on  Scaffolds  ,  and  in  banifh- 
ment;  'Parliaments  broken  in  pieces  by  their 
fervants,/Vw  and  Patriots  dc veiled  of  their 
Honours,  and  fecluded  from  their  Truft  ; 
Difhonours  poured  upon  the  City ,  Pover¬ 
ty  on  the  Countrey ,  Blood  on  the  Land >  Scorn 
on  Ministers ,  Threats  on  V raver fiiie$y  Con¬ 
firmation  on  Souldiers.  there  is  not  any  or- 
der  or  degree  of  men,  which  have  not  been 
fhaken  with  thefe  Earth-quakes.  O  how 
deep  is  our  ftupidity,  if  we  do  not  all  of 
us  analyze  and  refolve  our  fufferings  into 
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rally  by  their  (mart  to  the  flejb,  and  not 
fpirmally  by  their  influence  on  the  Con- 
hence  ?  If  we  ceniure  others,  and  abfolve 
ourfclves;  It  ouc  fufferings  harden  and 
enrage  us  in  animoi'uies  againtt  mcn’ 
danotmeeken  and  mdtus  under  the  holy 

tryalsot  God?  c  , 

Let  us  therefore  labour  to  find  out 

our  for  by  our  Sufferings,  the  cloud  of  math 

Sing  out  of  the  fea  of  luft .  Let  us  fearch 
andlvourwayes,  and  fince  we  are  living 
men  ,not  complain  of  the  punUnmentof  our 
fins  be  not  as  Adamants,  Rocks,  Oakes , 
which  blowes,  waves,  winds ,  break  not  , 
move  not,  bend  not.  Make  u(e  of  our  /«/- 
faLs  to  review  our  fins ,  and  to  know 
our  DM,  what  we  fhould  haply  have  done, 
and  did  not  in  the  day  of  our  profperny , 
before  God  laid  us  afide ,  what  the 
verfie  was  which  God  had  3gainl\  h 

Sufferings ,  what  the  Vat.es  are  which  he 
reouireth  of  us  m  our  reftitution.  1  he 
.  Prophets  Safe  did  no  good  to  the  dead  child 
Si  wine  himfelf.  Judgments  do  no- 

,hi„g>  an  cod  Mow 

teach  US.W  defied  is  the  man  vchom  tbou  cha- 
Z%\  Lord, and  teaehejl  hint  oat  of  thy  Law , 

his  voice  in  them ,  M •  notice 
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notice  of  his  Jufticc  preparing  the  whale  that 
hath  {wallowed  us ,  Jon.  i.  17.  Bidding 
Shi  me  1  curfe  ,  2  Sum.  1 6,  to.  Giving  a 
.  charge  to  the  Ajtyrian,  If  a,  10.  6.  This  will 
make  us  dumb ,  when  we  consider  that  it 
is  God  that  doth  it,  Pf aim  39. 9, 

And  now  that  the  Cup  hath  gone  round  , 
and  God  hath  by  his  Righteous  providence 
prevented  our  revenge ,  and  done  that  by  the 
ftrange  vicilfuudes  of  his  juftice  in  a  wife 
and  holy  manner,  which  il  he  had  left  us  to 
do  in  our  owne,  cafes  would  poffibly  have 
been  done  with  folly  and  fury  Let  us 
conclude  that  the  Lord  having  judged  us 
all  himfelfe,  we  fhould  make  it  our  work 
not  fo  much  to  look  back  with  re  vengefu  1 
as  to  look  forward  with  Healing  and  do¬ 
ling  Refolutions.  We  have  been  like  wan¬ 
ton  children  which  fall  out  in  a  family 
now  our  father  hath  whipped  us  round, that 
lhould  make  us  returnc  to  our  fraternal  a- 
greements  againe. 

2.  The  Lord  hath  variety  of  Judgements 
whereby  to  reduce  froward  and  ftubborn 
iinners  ,  can  punifh  them  in  the  Heavens 
over  them  ,  in  the  Earth  under  them  in 
their  bowels  within  them ,  can  befet  them 
upward,downward ,  outward,inward,  and 
,  make  a  Net, ,and  Chain  ,  and  Hedge  of  af- 
nwtions  to  fhut  them  in.  And  to  fence  Up 

— — —  - —  _ _  their 
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their  my  that  they  cannot  pafs,  Job  3.  23. 
Job  i?,$.  When  he  will  plead,  he  will 
take  away  all  Refuge,  and  make  every 
Region,  towards  which  we  look,  minifter 
Ddpjir.  They  {hall  look  upward  ,  and 
they  fhall  look  unto  the  earth,  and  behold 
Trouble,  and  Darknefs ,  and  Dimnefs  of 
Anguilh,  Jfa.  8.  21,  22.  If  they  look 
without,  behold  a  Sword  $  if  within,  be¬ 
hold  Famine  and  Peftilence,  LmJ.26,25, 
Jer.  21.  4 .6  Ezek.  7.15.  Evil,  which 
they  fhall  not  be  able  to  efcape ,  or  go 
forth  of,  Jer .  11.  11.  When  men 
multiply  fins,  the  Lord  ufually  multiplyeth 
Judgements,  till  he  either  kend  by  Re¬ 
pentance,  or  break  by  Definition.  When 
Cleannefsof  teeth,  Blafting  and  Mildew, 
Peftilence  and  Sword,  the  Judgements  of 
Sodome  and  Gomorah ,  did  not  prevail  with 
Ifracl  to  return  ,  then  he  threathneth  final 
wrath.  Therefore  Thus  mil  I  do  unto  thee  , 

Amos  A.  6. . -  12.  Which  Thus  ,  in 

the  Prophet  Amos ,  leemeth  to  me ,  to  be 
the  fame  with  Lo  Ammi ,  in  the  Prophet 
Hofea, an  utter  reje&ionof  them  from  being 
the  Lords  people,  Hof  1.9.  Four  times 
after  one  another  dotn  the  Lord  threaten 
to  punifh  his  people  / even  times  more  for 
their  fins,  if  they  walk  contrary  unto  him, 

C  Lev  it* 
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'Levitt  26,  18,  2 1,  24,  28.  Philofophcrs 
ufe  to  reckon  but  eight  fteps  to  thehigheft, 
andmoft  intenfe  degree  of  a  quality,  but 
the  wrath  of  God  is  repreftnted  by  eight 
and  twenty  degrees  unto  us. 

1.  The  Mcthode  of  God  in  thefe  vari¬ 
ous  Judgements  ufually  is,  1.  He  be¬ 
gins  at  the  outward  man ,  exercifing  a  pco~ 
pie  many  times  with  change  of  Rods 
which  is  ever  a  fign  of  Anger  in  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  of  ftubbornnefs  in  the  Son. 

2.  He  proceeds  to  the  fjule  by  Imiteing 
that,  revealing  his  wrath 4  fubdu&ing  his 
peace  ,  implanting  his  terrors  ,  caufing 
guilt  and  fear  to  gripe  and  feize  on  the  con-. 
fcience^called  Breaking  of  bones ,  Pfal.  51.8. 
drinking  up. of  jpirits ,  lob.,  6.  4.  A  bounded 
fpirit}  Prov.  18.  14.  If  the  Lord  fhould 
give  a  fecure  finner,who  now  haply  thinks 

|  himfelf  alive,  and  fafe,  upon  the  miftaken 
apprehenfions  of  Mercy,  a  full  view  of  the 
filthinefs ,,  andfenfeof  the  Heaviness  of  any 
one  atrocious  fin  whereof  he  (lands  guilty , 
it  would  make  him  a  terrour  to  himfelf, 
willing  to  exchange  his  burden  for  the 
weight  of  a  Rock  or  Mountain.  O  my  bro¬ 
ken  tones,  faith  one,  Pfalm  51,  8.  O  my 
withered  hearty  faith  another,  Tfalm  102. 
3,4.  O  the  di  ft  rafting  t  err  ours  of  God,  faith 
a  third,  Pfalm  88. 15.  O' the  intoxicating 
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Arrows  of  the  almighty  ,  faith  a  fourth  , 
fob  6.  4.  Thus  the  Lord  can  make  a  man 
a  CMmr  Uttitl'abib,  a  very  fury  and  fiend 
unto  himfelf  ,by  arming  his  own  confidence 
againft  him.  And  if  the  Sergeant  be  fo 
formidable,  what  a  fearfull  thing  is  it  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Living  god}  A- 
gainft  whofe  wrath  all  the  Honours  of  the 
world,  all  the  Wealth  and  greatnefs, which 
a  thou  find  Kingdomes  could  heap  upon  a 
man,  could  be  "no  more  a  protection,  than 
a  robe  of  beaten  gold  ,  could  be  to  one 
that  is  caft  into  a  furnace  of  fire.  Know- 
in ?  therefore  the  terrour  of  the  Lord ,  let  us  be 
perfwaded  to  be  beware  of  provoking  bis 
wrath  by  any  prefumptuous  fin. 

3. Towards  obdurate  finners,  the  Lord  ma¬ 
ny  times  deals  in  a  more  fearfull  manner  , 
fealing  them  up  under  hardnefs  of  heart ,  a 
fpirit  of  (lumber ,  a  Reprobate  fenfe  ,  a  feared 
confidence, to  be  led  blind-fold  by  Satan  till 
deftru&ion  unawares  overtake  them. 
So  it  is  Laid  of  the  old  world  ,  that  not- 
withftanding  the  preaching  oi  Noah,  who 
by  preparing  an  Ark  condemned  the  world, 
they  yet  knew  not  till  the  flood  came,  and 
took  them  all  away ,  Mat.  24.  3?.  Ee~ 
caufel  have  purged  thee,  faith  the  Lord,  and 
thou  wad  not  purged ,  thou  fhalt  net  he  purge 
?rom  thy  fhhinefs  any  more ,  Ezek. 


r 


Ephraim  is  joyned  to  Idols  3  let  him  alone  >. 

4*  I7*  Let  him.  that  is  filthy  he. ,  filthy 
1  fiill,  Rev.22.  if.  j 

Nowfince  the  Lord  hath  fuch  variety  of 
Judgements  3  that  we  can  never  out-fm 
his  wrath3  Let  us  be  deeply  humbled  for  j 
our  pride,  who  have  PharaohAikc  put  God  I 
to  fo  many  changes  of  Rods  ,  and  variety  of  j 
Judgements,  as  we  in  this  Nation  have  felt..,  ! 
Let  us  yield  betime  unto  him,  for  he  will 
over  cone  when  he  judgeth .  Let  us  take  heed 
of  flattering  our  felves  when  one  rod  is 
worn  out,  or  laid  afide,  as  if  the  bitternefs 
ot  death  were  paft ,  God  can  make  every 
Creature  about  us,  every  faculty  within  us,  a 
Rod  and  a  Scourge  againfi  us. 

And  therefore  having  received  .fuch  de- : 
liverances.SLS  we  lately  have  done,  let  us 
make  holy  Ezras  conclusion ,  Should  we  a- 
gain  break  thy  Commandments  ?  Ezra  9, 1 3,14, 
Should  we  not  take  heed  of  finning  any 
more ,  lefi  a  worfe  thing  come  unto  us  ?  Zpob.  5. 
14.  Should  we  not  cpnfider  for  what  it  is 
that  God  reftored  us  to  our  ftations^namely, 
that  we  fhould  in  our  places  ftudy  how  to 
honour  him,to  be  zealous  for  his  Truth, and 
Pure  Religion,  tender  of  the  Liberties ,  Pro¬ 
perties  y  and  equal  %i<rbts  of  all  the  people 
in  the  Land,  to  reftore  all  opprefijed Inno¬ 
cents  y  toloofe  the  bends  of  violence ,  and  to 


; 


fettle  thefe  fo  long  (baking  and  difeompofed 
Nations  upon  the  firm  foundations  or  Truth, 
Peace  and Righteoufnefs  agarne  l  Thus 
much  for  the  firft  General.  The  fuppofi- 
tion  of  Judgements,  various ,  and  iuch  as 
come  immediately  from  God,  and  admit 
of  nopoffible  prevention  by  humane  wit- 
dome,  or  removal  by  humane  power. 

1 1  We  proceed  to  the  Direction  unto 
Duties ,  wherein  comes  firft  to  be  confider- 
ed  the  Quality  of  the  perfons  who  are  to 
perform  them,  My  people  that  are  called  by 
m  name.  All  men  are  his  Creatures,  only 
a  feledt  and  peculiar  inheritance,  that  bear 
his  name,  enjoy  his  Peace  ,  Promises  and 
Protection,  and  are  in  Covenant  with  him, 
are  called  Has  People  f  entred  into  Cove- 
nant  with  thee ,  and  thou  became,}  mine  faith 
the  Lord,  Bzek.  *6.*.  This  people  have  I 
formed  for  my  felf,  Ifa.  43  •  * 1 Lord 
hath  fit  apart  him  that  is  godly  for  hmfelfe, 
Plalm  4.3.  They  are  the  people  of  bis  holt - 
refs-  Ifa.  63.18.  A  people  for  his  name,  taken 
out  from  among  others ,  A&s  1 5 .  1 4-  Jo  be 
called  by  his  Marne,  noteth  to  be  his  adopted 
Children ,  as  Jofephs  children  were, 
made  the  children  of  ftcob ,  Genefis  48. 

5,\Ve  are  Gods  people  two  waves,  i. 
By  vifible  profefsion  or  Sacramental  fepara- 
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tion  from  the  world,  as  the  whole  Nation 
of  the  J’fn-es  are  called  his  people.  A  pe¬ 
culiar  Treafure  unto  him  above  all  peo¬ 
ple,  Exod.  ip.  5.  A  Nation,  nigh  unto 
him,  Deut.  4.  7.  His  people  even  then 
when  they  rebelled  againft  him,  if  a.  1 .3,4. 
2 .  By  Spiritual  SanHification,  and  internal 
Difpoiitions.  Thine  they  were,  and  thou 
gaveft  them  me,  and  they  have  kept  thy 
word,  John  1 7.  6.  Jews  inwardlyby  the 
Circumcifionof  the  heart,  Rom.z.  29.  The 
Ifrael  of  God,  (jal.  6.  16.  The  Children 
of  the  Promife,  Rom.  9 .  8.  The  Remnant 
according  to  theEledion  of  Grace,  Rom. 
1 1 . 5 .  The  Circumcifion  which  worfhip 
God  in  the  fpirir,  Phil.  3. 3. 

Thefe  are  His  people  by  a  Price  of  Re¬ 
demption,  1  Cor.  6. 19,20.  By  apeculiar 
Definition  unto  his  ftrvicc  ,  Tit.  2.  14. 
By  an  Intimate  Relation  of  Love  and  Dear- 
nefs,  €z4\  16.%.  By  an  high  Valuation  pf 
them  as  Treafures,  Jewels ,  1  e fie  Is  of  Ho¬ 
nour,  Mai.  3.17.  1  per.  2 .9.  2  Tint.  2, 

20.  By  Dejlination  to  amore  glorious  end, 
Eph.  4.30. 

The  Duty  extends  to  both.  The  whole 
body  of  a  vifibJe  Church  are  in  Judgements 
to  humble  themfelves,  and  as  to  temporal 
deliverancesthe  Lord  doth  ref petft  the  Hu¬ 
miliations  of  the  worfer  Members  of  the 

Church, 


of  Wealing  in  the  Church; 

Church,  as  we  fee  in  the  cafes  of  Ahab 
andReboboam,  i  £<£.21.28,  2?.  2  Cbron. 

1 2 .6, 7.  But  to  do  this  fo  effectually  as  to 
attain  all  the  annexed  promifes,  is  the  work 
of  thelfraelof  God  by  fpiricual  Sanctifi¬ 
cation. 

Now  from  this  Qualification  we  gather 
thefc  two  ufeful  Obfervations. 

I.  The  fins  of  Go  ds  own  people ,  who  are  in 
Covenant  with  him,  may  provoke  and  pro¬ 
cure  Judgements ,  their  Pride, and  Security, 
Worldly  Love,  Conformity  to  the  Cor¬ 
ruptions  of  the  times ,  Coldnefs  and  For¬ 
mality  in  Duty ,  Uneven  and  Unfaithfull 
walking,  aCting  by  divided  Intercfts  from 
the  reft  of  the  Lords  people,  may  provoke 
God  feverely  to  punifh  a  land,  and  we  may  i 
juftly  fear  hath  done  fo  amongft  us.  A 
good  min,  though  a  Son  may  yet  be  filius 
fab  ira  ,  under  paternal  dilpleafure.  If  | 
Mofes  and  Aaron  do  not  by  believing  glori-  ! 
fie  God,  they  muft  both  die  in  the  Wil-  j 
dernefs,  Num.  20.  12,  If  David  grow 
proud  of  victories,  and  number  the  people, 
God  will  fend  a  plague  which  fhall  lefTen 
their  number  and  his  pride,  2  Sam. 24. 1 5. 

If  Solomon  turn  from  God  to  Women,  and 
to  Idols,  though  he  be  a  Son,  he  fhall  be 
chaftized  with  the  rods  of  men ,  2  Sam?. 
14.  It  A  fa  grieve  the  Prophet,  and  op- 
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.  prefs  the  people  ,  he  fhall  be  vexed  with 
Watts  and  Difeafes ,  2  ^hron.  19.9,  12.  If 
Jebofhapbat  help  the  ungodly,  his  life  fhall 
be  endangered  ,  and  his  (hips  broken  , 
2  Chron.\9.  20,  God  will  have  Judge¬ 
ment  begin  at  his  own  houfey  1  Peter , 

4*I7*. 

Their  fins  have  fome  Aggravations  in 
them  which  other  mens  have  not  •  thefe 
are  committed  againft  [pedal  light  and 
more  glorious  convi&ions,  as  thofe  of  So¬ 
lomon  ,  After  God  had  appeared  unto  him 
twice  3  1  Reg .  11.  9.  Againft  //wmZ 
Love  ,  and  experiences  of  divine 
favour  3  2  Samuel  12.  7.  -----  9.  A* 

gainft  //urr/W  Relations ,  the  Honour  of  a  Fa¬ 
ther,  a  Lord,  an  Husband,  I  fa.  1.2.  A- 
gainft  fpecial  GV^,  and  Affiftance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  Bphefy^  o,  Againft  fpecial 
Covenants  and  Engagements,  after  avouch¬ 
ing  God  for  theirs ,  P/d//»  78.  34.  A- 
gainft  fpecial  Deliverances  from  greateft 
dangers,  £2^9.13,  14,  Againft  fpecial 
Hopes,  and  more  fpecial  Promifes  which 
(hould  have1  perfwaded  them  unto  Holi- 
nefs,  2  Cor. 7.1,  1  ^ohn. 3.3.  Againftfpe- 
cial  and  glorious  Comforts,  as  David 
finned  againft  the  joy  of  Gods  falvation , 
Pfalm  51*  12,  Pear  denied  Chrift  after 
he  had  feen  his  Transfiguration. 

_ 1  _ '  And 
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And  this  may  teach  the  holieft  of  mens 
i.  To  take  heed  of  playing  the  Wantons 
with  the  Grace  of  God  :  Though  God  be 
a  tender,  yet. he  may  be  an  Angry  Father : 
And  who  Knoweth  the  Power  of  bis  Anger  >. 
•pfalm  90.1 1 .  2.  To  be  more  carefull  to 

Hand  in  the  breach  againft  publick  Judge¬ 
ments  ,  having  by  their  fins  contribu¬ 
ted  to  the  bringing  of  them  upon  the 
Land, 

2.  It  is  not  our  doing  of  Duty  ,  but 
Gods  being  in  Covenant  with  us  ,  which  is 
the  ground  of  his  Mercy  to  us.  Property 
dothftir  up  Companion  ,  Though  they  haze 
provoked  me,  yet  I  mil  [pare  them ,  becaufe 
they  are  mine,  Malachy  3.17.  V\  hence  we 
learn  j 

1, .In  what  manner  to  goto  God, and  toplcad 
with  him,  not  in  confidence  of  our  Duty,  but 
of  our  Relation  to  him  as  His,  Thou  art  our 
Father,  we  are  thine,  ifa.  62,. \6,  -----  17. 
The  Church  in  Affli&ion  feldome  ufeth 
any  other  Argument,  tyfty  doth  thy  wrath  [ 
wax  hot agatnH  thy  people  t  Exod.  2,2,  it.  j 
Art  not  thou  our  God i  2  Cliron.  20.7.  ive  , 
are  called  by  thy  name,  leave  wnot ,  Jer.  I4-9-  j 
Spare  thy  people,  O  Lord,  give  not  thine  Her  i-  j 
tage.  to  reproach,  Joel  2.17.  And  the  Lor(d 

when  there  is  no  motive  elfe,is  marvelloufly 
wrought  on  by  this  Argument,  Is  Ephraim 

D  my 
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muft  fay ,  Thus  and  Thus  have  we  dene.  Jofh. 
7.20.  In  Tetition  we  muft  fay,  Thus  and 
Thus  haft  thou  promifed.  We  may  argue 
much  better  From  Relations  then  Performan¬ 
ces.  Lordj  We  are  thy  Children  when 
we  deferved  wrath  thou  didft  Adopt  tu ; 
though  we  deferve  it  ftill  ,  do  not  reject 
us.  When  thou  didft  Adopt  lis,  thou  didft 
adopt  enemies  :  If  thou  fhouldft  rejedt  us  , 
thoufhouldftrejedt  Children.  Our  unwor- 
thinefs  could  not  prevent  thy  Mercy  ,  let  it 
not  remove  it. 

2  .  In  what  manner  to  do  Duty.  None 
can  do  Duty  aright,  but  as  one  of  Bis and 
I  in  Covenant  with  him.  In  Chrifl  by  faith 
both  our  ‘Perfons,  and  our  Services  are  ac¬ 
cepted,  Ephe .  1 .6.  I  Pet.  2.5.  The  Al- 


Out  of  him  we  can  do  nothing.  Duties 
are  not  done  aright  j  but  in  the  vertue  of 
'  ie  Covenant  of  Grace,  tfehu  did  a  work 
Serially  good,  but  carnal  policy  turned  it 


into  fin,  Hof.  1.4.  *  To  pray ,  and  yet  hold 
faft  cruelty  ;  To  F'aft ,  and  to  take  pleafure 
Amos  21  ’  *n  VVickednefs  $ ,  To  bring  Offerings  and 


Flocks  to  Gods  houfe,  and  ftill  delight  in 
violence  and  oppreffion  £  If  any  thing  be 
to  mock  God,  and  provoke  wrath,  certain- 
ly  this  is,  to  make-Religion  ,  hkc  Samuels 
Mantle ,  a  Cloak  for  the  Devil. 

a.  In  what  manner  to  ef  tape  Judgements , 
andfecure  Mercy.  Be  His  people,  and  you 

are  fure  tobefpared  ,  Mai.  3-  x7-  E^ek- 
0.4  He  hath  an  Ark  for  Noah,  a  Loar 

for  Lot  a  Basket  for  Paul,  a  Gath  fer  David, 
Chambers  and  hiding  places  for  his  people , 

untill  Calamity  be  over-paft,  Ija  20- 
Halm  57.  2.  Zeph.  a.  3.  When  Jcfus 
was  neer  his  own  fuffering  ,  and  in  the 
midft  of  dangers  himfelf,  he  took  care  of 
his  poor  Difciples.  Let  thefe  go, J oh.  18  8. 
The  lefs  prote&ion  they  find  amo  a 
men,  the  more  they  (hall  have  from 

h  'since  therefore  the  Lord  is  tcndc^ 
the  Interefts  of  his  people,  and  takes  fp. 
cial  care  of  Heating  ,  Forgiving  ,  a  h 
Healing  them  ,  Let  it  be  your  care,  R'.ght 
Honourable,  likewife  to  take  them  mto 
your  protection ;  they  who  hurt  them , 
hew  at  the  bough  whereon  theyBand  ,  chg 
under  the  Foundation  which  ho  ,  . 

UPThis  for  the  Qualifications  of  the _  p«; 
fons  of  whom  theTe,  duties  are  required  , 

■  ■  n 
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The  Duties  themfelvcs  required  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  Judgements,  follow, 

1.  If  tney  (hall  bumble  themfelves,  and 
be  caft  down  under  my  holy  hand  in  the 
fcnfc  of  my  difpleafurc.  But  that  is  not 
enough,.  Ahab  did  fo ,  i  Reg.  2 1.  27.  who 
fox  ought  we  read,  did  not  pray  unto 
God. 

•  '•  ■■  * 

2.  If  they  fhall  /wy,  and  cry  for  help,as 
Niniviedid,  Jonah  3.3.  But  that  is  not  c- 
nough  neither*  Hypocrites  in  diftrefs 
willlay,  Arife  and  [die  us,  Jer.  2.27.  They 
will  fpread  forth  their  hands  ,  and  make  many 
prayers  ylfsL  A .  15  .and  cry  in  the  ears  of  the  Lord 
with a  loud  voice,  Ezek.8.  ig.  And  enquire 
early  after  him,  Pfalm  7  8 . 34. 

3.  If  they  {hall  feek  tny  face,  be  grieved 
more  for  my  Difpleafure  than  my  ‘Rod,  Pray 
firft  for  Mercy ,  and  then  for  Healing ,  as 

JDa\>  idy  Pfalm  6.2.  It  was  Chrifls  Method 
firft  to  forgive,  and  then  to  heal.  Mat.  <?. 
2^6.  Audit  muft  be  ours  in  praying  for 
it.  But  neither  is  this  enough  ,  Pharoah 
can  be  contented  to  have  his  fin  forgiven , 
though  he  will  not  let  it  goe,  Exodvu 

4.  If  they  fhall  turn  from  their  evihtfayes, 
and  fo  lift  up  holy  hands  unto  God.,.  Firft 
wajb  jheir  hands  in  tnnocency ,  and  then  com- 
pafs  the  Lords  Altar }  Pfalm  2%  6*  Rut  ini - 

q»ity 
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Lift  up  pure  bands ,  I  Tun. 2. 8.  '  rut  away 
She  et, l  of  their  'Joins,  and  then  come  and 
reafon  together  with  the  Lord,  I  lata  n  I.  - 

1  ^ hen, If  they  {hall  Humlle  thcmfclves. 
i  A  dttty  called  for  by  Prophets  and  Apoftles, 

I  -AiicJb.  8.  Jam.  4-I°.  -i  feU  5.6.fpecialy_ 

1  refpeaed  by  God,  as  we  find  in1  the  cafe  or 
j  Utah,  2  ‘Reg.  22-  IP.  A>^  gracious  Pro- 
i  miles  made  thereunto,  -Levtttcui  r&. 


41  k  emptiech  the  heart  of  Seif-Confidence, 
is  the  Root  of  that  fundamental  Duty  of 

SelfJDenial.  •  ;  :  . 

It  fits  for  approach  to  Gou,  bccaule  the 
more  humble,  the  more  welcome :  the  more 
we  tremble  at  his  Threatmngs,  the  more 
we  (hall  lupplic  ate  tor  bisGraee,  Jfa.66>  2. 

1  ^It  dilpoleth  to  a  Confession  of  fin,  as  we 
j  Luke 

15.17,18,19.  Luke  18.15. 

It  prepares  the  heart  for  the  entertain¬ 
ment  of  Mercy  ,  though  the  proclamation 
be  made ,  and  the  Court  of  Mercy-  be  open 
to  all  Rev  17.22.  yet  while  men  love  bn, 
■they  MiJoH'nf,  Jon.,.8 .  towta 
-the  foul  is  humbled, it  opens  to  God, -and 
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his  Grace.  we ary  fouls  are  glad  tobefa- 
tiated,fer.^  1.25, 

It  makes  way  to  the  forfaking  of  fin ;  the 
more  a  foul  is  bumbled  for  it ,  the  more  it 
is  fearfull  of  it ,  and  watchfull  againft 
it. 


,  Humiliationistwo-fold.  i.APafsive, 
when  God  breaks  the  heart  by  the  Hammer 
of  the  Word,  as  it  is  called ,  Jer.  2  3.  29. 
or  by  fome  fore  Affli6tion.  2.  ABive  , 
when  the  foul  humbleth  it  felf  under  fin 
and  wrath;  when  a  man  affliBs  bis  own  foul, 
Levit.  16.29.  Again,  This  is  two-fold : 
1.  Legal,  proceeding  from  a  fpirit  of  Bon¬ 
dage  ,  when  the  heart  roars  on  a  rack,  or 
melts  in  a  furnace,is  fill’d  with  Confternati- 
on  and  Anguiih  under  the  weight  of  fin 
and  wrath  .•  which  was  the  cafe  of  Pharaoh , 
Ahab,  Belfhazzar,  Felix,  the  Jaylor ,  the 
Murtherers  of  Chrift.  2.  Evangelical, 
When  the  foul  is  not  only  broken  and  bat¬ 
ter’d  with  the  Horror  and  dread  of  wrath 
( this  it  may  be,  and  remain  hard,  as  every 
piece  of  a  broken  flint  is  hard  ftill.)  But 
.when  it  is  kindly  melted  and  foftned  with 
apprehenfions  of  Gods  Goodnefs  and  free 
Grace.  ,  A  compounded  Duty  made  up 
of  Love  and  Sorrow,,  the  Humiliation  of 
Hezehiffcjer .  26.1-9.  and  otfofiah,  2  Chron. 

34.27. 
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This  is  zperpetudlDaty  ;  As  long  as  fin 
remains,  there  muft  be  a  fenfe  of  it,  and 
forrow  for  it.  But  in  fome  times, and  cafes  it  is 
ipecially  to  be  renewed  5  As  in  time  of  ex¬ 
traordinary./?^  and  provocations  i  of  pub- 
lick  Dangers  and  Diftrefies  ,  of  great  Enter' 
prizes ,  attempted,  or  Succefjes  and  Blef- 
fuws  dcfired  :  which  was  the  cafe  of  Exra, 

8.21.  y 

The  great  fins ,  the  fad  Divilions,  the 
dif-joynted  affe&it>flS,the  contrary  Interefts, 
the  dolefull  Errors  and  Diftempers  in  the 
Church  ,  the  miferable  FluduationS1  and 
Difcompofures  which  have  been  in  the 
State,  the  horrid  violations  of  Order  and 
Juftice ,  the  wofull  Staines  which  have 
been  upon  the  Land,  by  the  irregular  and 
Prodigiom  effufion  of  the  Mood  of  Princes , 
Peers  and  Prophets ,  the  Affronts  and 
Diffipations  which  have  been  put  upon 
<2 parliaments  ,  the  Contempts  which,  have 
been  poured  outpfi  Minifters,  and  A  ttempts 
againft  their  Maintenance  j  The  great  dif¬ 
ficulties  which  lie  before  the  noble  Houfes 
at  this  time,  in  their  endeavours  of  Heal¬ 
ing  and  fetling  the  Land ,  and  putting  the 
broken  bones  and  ■  diflocated  joynts  into 
due  order  again  ;  the  allaying  of  anime- 
fities  ,  the  moderating  of  Extremi¬ 
ties  the  reconciling  of  differences,  the 

fatifi 


Satisfying  of  Intcrefts  *  the  Prefervation 
of  pure  Religion ,  and  the  great  concern¬ 
ments  of  Cnrift  and  his  people;  the  r(e- 
ftoring  of  collapfed  Honour  to  the  Nations* 
and  of  juft  Rights  to  all  orders  therein  ; 
C  which  have  been  fo  many  years  obftrud- 
ed)  the  r  eviving  of  Trade*  theeafing  of 
PreflTures,the  reducing  of  thefe  wofully  tof- 
fed  and  naufragated  Kingdoms  unto  Calm-, 
nefsand  Serenity  again,  do  call  aloud  for 
thefe  Duties  in  the  Text that  fo  the  Lord 
may  be  plcafed  tp,hear,fprgive*and  heal  us 
himfelf ;  and  fhine  upon  the  Counfels,  and 
blcfs  the  whole  undertakings  of  his  fervants 
that  they  maybelnftrupicnts  of  Healing  us 
likewife. 

For  your  better  performance  hereof,  I 
fhall  propofe  two  Expedients. 

I.  To  take  a  view  of  Qod  in  himfelf, and 
in  his  Relations  untoyou,  and  dealings  with 
you. 

1. 1.  To  take  a  view  of  your  felves  ip  the 
glafsof  hi?  pure  and  holy.  Law. 

I.  Set  the  Lord  before  you  as  L>  avid  did  , 
pfalm  16.8.  Confider  what  a  Qod  he  is 
with  whom  we  have  tQ  do.  Confider 
him, 

i.  Inhimfelf.  His  fearching  Eye,  Hum¬ 
ble  your  felves  in  his  fight.  Jam.  4. 1  o.  ,  His 
mighty  Hand,  Humble  your  felves  under  his 
_ .  _____  Hand, 

-  1  * 
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Hand,  i  Vet. 5. 6.  His  Sye can fearch us , 
we  cannot  hide  from  him  5  his  Hand  can 
reach  us,  we  cannot  efcape  him.  Every 
Attribute  of  God  may  ferve  to  humble 

US 

HisMajefty  and  Glory,  dreadfull  to  the 
Ansels,  lfa.6.2.  Cujm participations  jufti 
ejus  comparatione  nec  jufti.  He  is  a  great 
God,  and  therefore  greatly  to  be  feared  , 

His  Holinefs ,  wherein  he  is  glorious , 
Exodm  15.11.  So  Holy  that  he  cannot 
be  ferved,5:o|b*24>19*  Of  purer  eyes  than  to 

behold  iniquity.  .  , 

His  Tealoufie  and  Juftice :  A  Ged  to 
whom  vengeance  belongeth,  who  will  not 
be  mocked  or  provoked. , Nahum  U . 

His  Mercy  and  Goodnefs  which  fhould 
lead  us  to  Repentance ,  and  melt  the  heart 
into  a  filial  fear  of  him,  Hofea  3.5.  Rom. 

2  His  Omnifcience ,  who  fcarcheth  and 
trieth  the  heart  and  the  reins,  hath  all 
things  naked  and  open  before  him.  If  we 
know  enough  by  our  felvcs,  to  humble  and 
abafe  us ,  how  fhould  we  reverence  the 
eve  of  God  who  knoweth  all  things? 

}  Such  confederations  greatly  humbled  the 
holieft  of  men.  diofes  is  afraid  to  look  up- 

on  God,  3  abhors  hltnfc^| 


) 
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Job  $2.  <$,  Elijah  hides  his  face  in  a  mantle 
I  2^7.15,13.  ijaiah cries  out, I,am  undone. 
If  a.  6. 5 .  Ezra  cannot  Band  before  Gqd  , 
Ezra  9. 1 5 .  Peter  bids  Chrift  depart  from 
him,  becaufe  he  is  a  {infull  man,  Luke 

5-8-  : 

2.  Ir.  his  Relations  to  us ;  He  our  Maker ^ 

we  the  Clay;  He  our  King ,  weVaflals; 
He  our  Judge ,  we  Malefa&ors ;  He  our 
Father ,  we  undutifull  fons  ;  He  our  CMa- 
fter  ,  we  unprofitable  fervants.  All  Argu¬ 
ments.  unto  Humiliation.^ 

3.  In  his  withus.  Our  Humi¬ 

liation  melts  him  all  into  Mercy, when  Ifrael 
confelfed,  fubmitted ,.  prayed,  reformed , 
the  foul  of  the  Lord  was  grieved  for  their 
mifery,  Judg.  10.  15, 16.  When  Ephraim 
fmote  on  his  thigh,  the  Lords  bowels  were 
troubled  for  him,  Jer.  31.151,20.  Butour 
ftubbornefs  will  fealand  fhut  up  his  com¬ 
panions  againft  us.  Lev  it,  26.21.  Confider 
him  3 ... 

1 .  In  his  ludge merits  and  various  Provi¬ 
dences  .•  By  which  we  fhould  learn  Rigbte-  . 
oufnefs ,  Jfa.  2  6.$.  The  Lords  Cup  hath  I 
palTed  through  all  Orders  of  men ,  Princes, 
Peers, Gentry,  Minifters,  PcopIe,.Sou.ldiers 
themfelves ;  We  have  felt  his  Judgements 
in  our  Houles,  our  Honours,  our  Names , 
our  Eftatcs,  by  Wars  on  Land,by  Dangers 

 on, 
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on  Sea  ,  by  Divifions  in  Churchy  by  Con- 
tulions  instate,  by  more  Evils  and  Sorrows  V 
then  can  be  well  enumerated.  And 
{hould  we  not  turn  unto  the  Lord  that 
jmteft  JJa.  g.  1 3 .  Should  we  be  like  Abaz>, 
the  woile  tor  our  fufferings?  2  Chron. 28.22. 
Ee  fet  on  fire ,  and  not  know  it ,  be  burnt,  and 
not  lay  it  to  heart l  if  a,  42.25. 

2 .  In  his  Mercies  which  have  fhincd  up¬ 
on  us  through  all  our  clouds.  W e  have  no 
rcaion to  complain,  tor  we  are  livingmen. 
he  hath  rcnumbred  Mercy  in  th Qmdft  of 
wrath)  quenched  the tiame of  War,  Iru- 
ilratcd  the  Attempts  ot  thofe  who  would 
have  kindled  it  again,  rebuked  the  rage  of 
the  fea,  the  leaf  of  the  reeds  >  as  the  Pfal- 
milt  1  peaks  3  put  a  ftop  to  the  Career  of 
thole  who  had  in  hope  and  defign  fvvalldw- 
edupour  Churches,  our  Vnherfities> our 
Minittry  ,  our  Jordan  into  their  deadfea* 
Continued  his  Gofpcl,  and  the  means  of 
Grace  in  plenty  and  liberty  amengft  us  , 
(  bit-fled  be  his  name  for  ever  ,  never  may 
,  this  bitfling  be  removed  Ircm  us )  reftored 
©ur  Parliaments  ( the  great  Bulwarks  under 
God  of  our  Religion,  Libciucs,  Properties, 
Interefts ,  all  our  Endearments )  towards 
their  Ancient  Honour  and  Splendor  again. 
And  this  Goodntfs  of  God  calls  for  our 
Humiliation ,  1  will  accept  you,  and  gather  you 

E  2  out 
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oxtof  the  Co w? ri.es ,  and. then  yw  frill  re  menu 
beryoyr wayes,  .wilojitk.yw  [elves,  Ezek. 
20,4i343*  With  an  Hard  and  a  Soft9Stom 
and  .Mortar,  we  build  a  Wall*  with  an 
hard  and  anfoft}an  Hammer  and  a  Pillow 
we  break  a  flint  s  with  a  hard  and  a nfoft  ’ 
the  5eal  and  the  Wax,  we  make  an  impref* 
fion.  Hard  Judgements  aad  foft  Mercies 

us  up  in  Holinefs,  breakout 
ftubborn  hearts,  and  make  impreflionsupon 
them.  r 


1 1.  Take  a  view  of  your  felves ,  of  your 
own  Hearts  and  Lives  ;  we  are  apt  to  form 
our  felves,/ am •  1.23.  To  mifla/ee  our  felves 
Prov.  14. 1 2.  Rev. 3 . 1 7.  And  therefore  we 
are  bid  tofearcb  and  try  our  felves,  2  Cor .  1 3 . 
5*  as  a  means  to  [ilence  our  complaints  a- 
gainft  God,  Lxm.i •  39, 4°.  When  the 
Prodigal  Ion  once  came  to  him,relf,  and  took 
a  furveigh  of  his  own  condition ,  he  was 
quickly  brought  to  acknowledge  Jiis  unwor- 
thinels,  Luke  1 5.  1 7,18.  This  is  a  Duty 
of  Angular  ufe  and  benefit.  It  enlargeth 
the  heart  in  godly  forrow  for  finpaft,  upon 
the  difeoveries  which  this  Scrutiny  ma 
keth.  When  we  rememberour  doing,  we' 
{hall  loath  our  felves,  Ez,ek.6.p.  Itwor- 
keth  caution  and  circumfpe&ion  for  the  time 
to  come ;  W e  fhall  take  heed  of  breaking 
the  Commandments,  having  provoked  the 
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Lord  fo  much  already , 1 Ezra  9. 14.  It  will 
caufeustomagmfie  divine  Mercy,  as  Paul 
did,  vvhcahe  called  to  mind,  that  he  had. 
been  a  Perfecucor  and  Biafphemer,  1  Tim. . 
1.13,1 5. If  any  one  fhould  do  us  the  thou- 
l^oth  part  of  the  wrong  which  we  have 
done  God,  could  we  humble  our  fclvesto 
feed,  to  cloath,  to  enrich,  toadoptfucha 
perfon  unto  our  own  family,  and  provide 
an  ample  inheritance  for  him  l  It  would 
make  us  relie  only  on  free  grace,  and  not  on 
any  ftrength  of  our  own,  when  we  confider 
how.  much  God  requires,  and- how  little 
we  perform.  1  will  go  in  the  ftrength  of  the 
Lord ,  /  will  make  mention  of  thy  Righteoufnefs  > 
of  thine  only,  Pfal.71.1tf.  Alliur  fhallnot 
f^ettS)  we  will  not  ride  uponHorfes>  nor  [ay 
to  the  workoft  our  hands ,  ye  are  onr  Cjods^for  in 
thee  the  Father  lefts  findeth  Mercy ,  Hof.  14. 3. 
Ifa.17.738.  It  will  make  us  exceeding 
meekand  patient  in  Afflictions.  It  is  no¬ 
thing  but  ignorance  of  our  felycs ,  which 
makes  us  fwell  and  fret  againftGod.  If 
we  be  living  men  ,  we  have  no  reafon  to  ' 
complain,  for  we  fuffer  lefs  than  our  iniqui¬ 
ty  deferves,  Lam .  Z'Z9A0>ftp°b  U.tf.P/i/.  ; 
103, io.£zrtf  9.13.  . 

And  that  we  may  have  the  better  and 
fuller  view  of  our  felves,of  our  hearts  and  j 
lives ,  let  us  look  upon  the  holy  Law  of 
^  God. 


— 


A 


God.  It  is  exceeding  broad,  andreacheth 
to  the  fmalleft  corruption,  Pfalm  n9.  9e. 
Exceeding  fpirituaf  and  fearcheth  the  in- 
moft  corners  of  the  foul,  Rom.j.  14.  Ex¬ 
ceeding  pare,  and  'cannot  away  with  the 
leaft  pollution,  Pjalm  n9.  140.  Exceed- 
insperfeB,  and  will  not  difpence  with  any 
&ticQc,pfalm  19.7.  Exceeding  right  and 
(t  rait, and  cannot  endure  any  guile  of  fpirir 
Pf*lm  19.8  9.  Upon  the  exceeding  great 
and  precious  promifesoi  the  Gofpel,  °which 
are  the  Portion  and  Dowry  of  the  Church 
here  below.  Upon  the  Holy  Spirit  of  Love 
and -Grace  ,  which  fealeth  Believers  unto 
the  day  of  Redemption.  Upon  the  free 
-  Love,  whereby  we  were  defied.  Upon  the 
precious  blood  whereby  we  were  redeemed. 
Upon  the  glorious  Inheritance  wheretinto  we 
arereferved.  Upon  the  gracious  W  after 
which  we  are  renewed. 

This  holy  Liw  we  have  violated  ,  thefe ? 
V^omPromfes  we  have  undervalued  ,' 
this  bleiled  Spirit  we  have  grieved  ,  this1 
Grace  we  have  abufed this  Image  defiled  , 
this  free  Love,  this  ineftimable  blood,  this 
glorious  Inheritance  we  have  deprized,  and 
miierably  neglefied  and  difefteemed. 

*  hut  that  we  cry  out  all 

WKh  the  Leaper  in  the  Law,  Unclean,  Vn- 
e/^.Laltly,Let  us  take  a  view  of  our  fvris'jfi. 

we 


of  Mealing  in  the  Church.  3 1 


We  be  not  Rocks  and  Adamants,  that  will  j 
humble  us.  We  were  made  to  converfe 
with  God,  and  fin  hath  Chut  him  out  of 
all  our  thoughts.  We  ufe  to  lament  fad 
Alterations,  when  a  Garden  of  Eden  is 
made  a,  Wilde  rnefs,  Citiesturncd  into  ru¬ 
inous  heaps,  they  that  wear- Scarlet,  em¬ 
bracing  Dung-hils.  How  (hould  we  be- 
/  wail  the  fad  change  which  Sin  hath 
wrought  in  our  Nature  and  Lives  l  That a 
Creature  ftamped  with  the  imprels  of  the 
divine  Image,  made  for  high  and  honou¬ 
rable  Imploymcnts,  fhould  fo  far  degene¬ 
rate,  as  to  be  a  child  of  Darkncfs,  avaflal 
of  Hell  ,a  veffel  of  luft.  That  a  Soul  made  of 
a  kind  of  Angelical  fuliiancey  fhould  fink  it 
felf  into  the  balance ,with  fordid  pleasures, 
with  periihing  profits,  with  noifotne  lufts , 
fhould  barter,  and  fell  away  its  felf,  and 
its  falvation,  for  wind,  for  fhamc,  for  vani - 
ty,  for  rottennefs,  and  change  its  glory  for 
that  which  doth  not  profit.  ,  That  a  tongie 
which  was  made  to  glorifie  God,  and  to  be 
our  Glory ,  made  for  prayers ,  and  praties , 
and  gracious  Communication,  fhould  belch 
outBlafphemy  and  Profanenefs,  Oaths  and 
Curfes,  Ribaldrie  and  Reviling ,  and  all 
kindof  rotten  fpeeches  ,  like  an  open  Se¬ 
pulcher.  That  an  heart  which  was  made 
for  heavenly  njeditations,  and  for  intimate 
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:  communion  and  converfe  with  God, (hould 
now  entertain  none  but  hellifhaffedions , 
and  be  a  fink  and  charnel  houfe  of  impure 
Luffs. 

If  we  fhould  here  defeend  to  a  more  par¬ 
ticular  difquifition,  andconfider,  The  un- 
cleannefsof  our  Original  from  fall cn-Adamy 
by  whom  we  have  been  fold  as  Bond-men 
under  fin,  i  Rom. 7. 14.  For  none  can  bring 
a  clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean  ?  Job  14, 4. 
Job.25  4.  The  uncleannefs  of  our  Nature 
and  Conftitution  ,  by  nature  Children  of 
wrath, No  good  thing  dwelling  in  us.  As  contrary 
j  to  the  holy  Will  of  God ,  as  Darknefs  to 
light  5  as  full  of  Evil  ,  as  the  Sea  of  wa¬ 
ter  $  Set  on  fire  hj  a  hell  of  corruption,  James 
3  *6.  Exactly  contrary  to  the  Law  of 
God,  asappeareth  by  comparing  the  ftrid 
demands  of  the  one,  Cjen.  3  .  10.  with  the 
thorow depravation  of  the  other,  Gen. 6.  5. 
The  uncleannefs  of  our  Thoughts y  and  fecret  j 
Affedions  which  arife  continually ,  as 
fparkles  out  of  a  ftirred  furnace  :  Vain 
thoughts,  which  tend  to  no  good^fer.q.  T4* 
Wicked  impure  Thoughts,  very  gall  and 
bitternefs,  Afts  8.22,  23.  The  unclean- 
nefs  of  our  words  ,  not  only  idle  words. 
Mat.  12.3  6.  but  rotten  and  unfavory ,  Eph. 
4.2^.  The  uncleannefs  of  our  Actions, 
that  immenfe  Colluvies  of  Impieties  againft 

God, 
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God ,  Unrighteoufacfs  againft  men,  In- 
temperance  againft  our  fclves,  Hainous  in 
j  Quality,  Meafurelefs  in  Quantity,  Sands 
for  number.  Mountains  for  weight,  at¬ 
tended  with  multitudes  of  dolcfull  aggra- 
I  vations  3  The  unclcannefs  of  our  fervices , 

!  and  Iniquity  of  our  holy  things  3  Such  con- 
1  federations  as  thefe  fan&ified  by  Evange¬ 
lical  Grace,  would  much  conduce  to  our 
Humiliation ,  and  work  in  us  thefe  three 
fruits  and  evidences  thereof. 

~ 

x.  A  Godly  furrow,  fo  called  by  the  Apo- 
l  file  becaufe  it  lets  the  foul  God-ward.  Cam,  ' 
[■Judas,  Felix  forrowed,  but  they  ran  front 
1  God  But  Godly  forrow  carries  the  foul  | 
clofer  unto  God.  As  a  fhip  in  a  tempeft  j 
ventures  not  to  any  (bore,  but  gets  further 
into  the  Sea  •,  fo  the  foul  when  it  is  humbled 
by  God,  betakes  not  it  felf  unto  any  carnal 
ihore,  but  (fill  runs  clofer  into  him. 

2  A  Juftifying  of  God  ,  aferibing  to 
him’ the  glory  of  his  Righteoufnefs,  if  he 
fhould  condemn  us ;  and  of  his  Mercy ,  that . 
he  doth  abfolve  us,  'Tfalm  5 1 .4.  Daniel  9 . 

7,8,9.  ; 

^  .  i*-  r  •  -.'i*.  *"  1 

t  :  l  •  •*•*•>*  !  f  t  f  d  •  •  ■  - 

7  .  A  (elf -judging  and  fubferibing  to  our 

Condemnation, faying  ^mf»unto  the  eurfe , 

F  .  Deat. 
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Ber.inCat  Scr. 
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Brif.  4c  Fpirr* 


Dfar.a7.15.  If  I  judge  myfelfe,  God  tain 
reverfe  my  judgement  ,  as  the  Superiour 
Judicatory  can  the  A6t  of  the  Inferiour : 
But  if  I  ftay  till  God  judge  me, all  the  world 
cannot  null  or  avoid  his.  As  St.  Aufiin  faith 
of  the  poor  Publican  ,  Ipfe  fibi  judex  erat , 
ut  Dent  liber  ay et  5  ipfe  accufabat,  ut  illede- 
fenderet .  He  judged  and  accufedhimfelf, 
that  God  might  deliver  and  defend  him. 
Bornm  Judicium ,  faith  Bernard ,  quod  me 
illo  diflriBo  dtvinoque  judicio  fubducit  &  ab- 
fcondit :  Volo  vultus  ir<e  judicatus  prafeniari 
non  judicandw.Thh  is  a  good  Judgement 
indeed  which  withdraws  and  hides  me 
from  the  fevere  Judgement  of  God.  I 
tremble  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
living  God,  Let  me  be  prefented  before  his 
wrath  as  judged  already,  not  as  to  be  judg¬ 
ed  by  him,, 

'  *  S*  t  ~  i\ 

II.*  The  next  Duty  is  Prayer ,  without 
which  Humiliation  is  but  a  finking  under 
God,  not  a  feeking  unto  him,,  Thevery 
Heathen  betook  themfelves  unto  this  San- 
ftuary  in  times  of  trouble,  Ut  pacem  Dei 
expff  cerent  :  by  this  mighty.  Engine  God 
hath  been  moved  to  bold  his  hand,  tore- 

Jent  of  purpofe,  to  revoke  denounced 
udgementsj  Vine  it  tuvincibikty^igat  Onu 
nipotentem.  ;  - 

 1.  By 
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1,  By  this  we  fowar  God  in  acknowledg-  I 
ing  him  th e fountain  of  all  our  <foody  the  /»-  1 
fitBer  of  all  Mvill ,  the  Avenger  of  all 
that  we  have  to  do  with  him  in  all  our  fuf- 
ferings,  Creatures  but  the  Rod,  he  the  Fa¬ 
ther  that  holds  it;  that  no  other  means  can 
do  us  good,  except  he  fanftifie  them,  that 
his  difpleafure  none  can  remove  as  a 
Diamond  is  cut  only  by  a  Diamond, fo  God 
is  pacified  only  by  himielf;  The  Bing  of 
the  Scorpion  cured  by  the  powder  of  the 
Scorpion  j  the  Anger  of  Goa  by  the  favour 
of  God. 

a  .  By  this  we  eafe  our  / elves ,  Prayer 
Ugbtiteth  affli&ion  where  it  doth  not  re¬ 
move  it.  Mature  is  ftrengthned  to  bear  the 
pain ,  Conscience  is  ftrengthned  to  withftand 
the  Temptation  and  fnare  of  it.  The  heart 
is  tneekned  to  accept  the  puniftunent  of 
fin,  as  Wool  or  UHud  deadsrhe  force  of  a 
Bullet ,  fo  the  heart  weakned  by  prayer , 
dothobtund  the  edge  of  an  Afflidion,  that 
it  cannot  set  fo  deep  into  t  he  heart  to  hurt 

•  rj 
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III.  In  Prayer  we  muft  feek  the  faettf 
Codt  His  Favour  to  comfort  us ,  and  his* 
Counfell  todire&us.  L‘ji 


/ 


.  i.  In  Judgements  and  Difficulties  wc 
fhould  more  jeek  Gods  Favour  than  our  own 
deliverance  -}  the  Recovery  of  his  Lo  ve,  than . 
the  Removal  of  his  Rod.  Others  griefs 
prefs  Nature,^  his  difpleafurc  wounds  the 
fpirit.  In  other  griefs,  Gods  favour  up¬ 
holds  the  fouI,P/j.2$.  4.&  514.-17,  ip  But 
when  Gods  favour  is  withdrawn,  the 
foul  hath  nothing  elfe  left  to  lean  to,  no¬ 
thing  can  comfort  when  God  frownes. 
Armour  can  protect  againft  a  f word  or  a 
Bullet,  but  not  againft  fire.  When  God 
is  angry, no  refuge  but  unto  God.  . 


I 


a.  In  Difficulties  we  muft  like  wife  fieek 
(Jodsface  as  David  did*  2  Sam .  21.  1.  not 
lean  on  our  own  understanding,  nor  facri- 
fice  to  our  Met,  but  have  our  eyes  upon 
him,  who  is  the  father  of  lights  ,  who  when 
he  will,  make th  wife  thefimple ;  and  when 
he  wilLinfatuateth  the  Gounfel  of  the  wife3 
and  maketh  it  brutifh. 


1  £  Jt  4'  1 


IV.  After  all  thefe  preparatory  Duties  * 
that  which  is  the  fubfiantial  duty  5  and  the 
end  of  all  the  reft,  mnft  follow ,  Turning 
from  our  wicked  wayes :  not  from  fin  to  fin9 
that  is,)  mat  at  io  in  aliudonly ,  not  in  melius  : 
not  from  fin  to  jecular  interefly  that  is  not 
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a  Converfion  from  fin  to  God,  but  to  the 
if  or  Id:  Not  from  fin  to  the  Meer  diHateS  of 
Nature  and  right  Reafon ;  that  is  not  a 
Converfion  from  fin  to  God,  buc  from  fin 
to  our  feltes  ;  A  Philafophical ,  not  a  fpiri- 
tual  Converfion ;  Not  from  fin  only  to  the 
natural  Confcience,  to  gratific  and  prevent 
the  terrors  of  that  •,  that  is  a  fervile ,  not 
a  filial  Converfion.  But  from  fin  to  God , 
not  fainedly  and  hypocritically ,  Jer.  3.  10. 
with  a  divided  heart ,  but  fincerely  in  our 
thoughts  from  the  love  and  allowance  of 
all  fin,  in  our  w ayes  from  the  pradife  wil¬ 
lingly  of  any  fin  ;  but  efpecialiy  from  thofe 
fins  which  have  moft  prevailed*  againft  us 
and  wherewith  we  have  mod  diihonoured 
God, as  Iftiah  17.7,8.  30.  22.  Hofeah 

14.3 . 

Thefc  are  the  Duties  here  preferibed 
in  order  to  the  anfwering  of  Solomons 


The  Anfwer  followes  exaBly 


Prayer.  The  Answer  lollowes  exaBly 
commenfurate  to  thefe  Duties  in  four  graci¬ 
ous  Promifes. 


I.  A  Promife  of  gracious  Condefcention 
intimated  in  the  word  From  Heaveny  though 


he  dwell  on  high  3  he  will  humble  him-  1 
felf  to  revive  the  ipirit  of  contrite  a;nd 
humble  finners,  Pfa .  1 1 3.  5,6.  If  a.  5  7*  *  5  • 
He  will  comedown  to  work  deliverance  for 


]  them ,  Exod.3.8. 


3.  Promife  of  graciom  audience  ,  1  viU 
he*r.  Ii  is  a  dolefull  Affli&ion  to  Gods 


fervants ,  when  he  is  angry  with  their 
Prayers ,  and  [huts  them  out  ,  Pfalm  80.  4. 
Lam.  3.8.  And  on  the  other  fide ,  this 
is  one  of  the  moft  radiant  and  glorious 
Comforts  of  Gods  people,  that  in  all  dif¬ 
ficulties  they  have  a  Throne  of  Grace  to  be¬ 
take  them  to ,  with  a  promife ,  You  fhall 
pray,  and  l  mil  hearken,  as  a  man  doth  to 
what  he  delighteth  in:  For  the  prayer  of  the 
Pfgbteous  is  his  delight,  Jer.  29.  t2,  13. 
Prov.  15.8. 

3 .  A  gracious  ‘promife  of  forgivenefs 
to  ferene  his  countenance ,  and  lift  up  the 
light  thereof  upon  them  .•  for  even  when 
we  do  his  Will,  and  when  we  are  His 
* People ,  we  want  pardoning  CMerc).  There 
is  need  of  pardon  not  only  for  the  ungod¬ 
ly  unto  their  J unification ,  but  alfo  for  bis 
own  people  and  Children  unto  a  Recitation 
to  paternal  favour,  the  fenfe  and  fruition 
|  whereof  they  may  forfeit  by  their  fins. 

1  And  this  is  Gods  method  in  hearing  prayfcrs, 
to  forgtve  fin  before  he  cures  pain,  Mat. 9 . 2 . 
For  indeed  when  fin  is  pardoned,  the  fidc- 
nefs  is  cured  at  the  root ,  for  fin  is  the 
fling  of  every  Affli&ion  ,  as  well  as  of 
death.  ,  ■ r?  ■  >  '  • 


O 


of  Healing  in  the  Church.  39 


4,  A  Protnife  of  &($*&  ■>  H«w*ng  ot 

-the  Und ,  the  Humiliations  ana 
of  Gods  peculiar  people  arc  bcnynciai ; 
to  .the  whole  Land  ;  7 he  innocent  JbaU de¬ 
liver  the  1/land,  Job  22.  3°.  A  f'JeP(  111 
Egypt ,  an  Eliah  in  lfrael  is  the  Chariots 

and  Horfemen  thereof.  An  Humbled , 
praying,  converting  people ,  (hall  certain¬ 
ly  be  an  Healed  people :  And  if  ever  we 
hope  to  be  healed  to  purpofe,  this  mult  be 

our  Method  to  it.  ..  ,  . 

Now  touching  thefe  Promifes  there  1 

this  worthy  our  oblervation. 

x.  That  when  God  comes  down  to  deli¬ 
ver,  and  looks  from  heaven ,  he  doth  it 
by  no  other  way,  then  by  the  Incarnation 
of  his  Son,  the  efficacy  of  his  Spirit, the 
operation  of  his  Evidenee>  or  theMinl^ry 

2.  ^When  he  hears  Tracers ,  It  is  only 
by  the  Inter cefsion  and .  mediation  ot 

3  .When  he  forgives  fins, It  is  only  by  the 

Merits  and  Righteoufnefs  of  Chrift. 

4.  But  when  he  heals  a  land  ,  he  often 
ufeth  in  that  work  the  Minify  of  men. 
Magnates  are  Healers  and  Repairers , 
I  fa,  3.  7:  UHiniferrs  are  Healers  of  th 

fick,E«*.34-4. 


■to  ■ 


And  therefore  I  (hall  here  in  all  humility 
implore  of  you ,  Right  Honourable ,  who 
are  Inflruments  for  Htalim  in  the  Lords 

I  o 

hand  unco  thefc  long  and  vvoiully  Tick  Na¬ 
tions  ,  that  you  would  with  all  your  vi¬ 
gour  call  together  all  the  graces  of  God  , 
all  the  abilities  of  nature  in  you  unto  this 
moft  neceflary  work.  You  have  the  Lords 
promife  to  be  with  you  in  it,  if  you  fet  a- 
bout  it  in  bis  my.  And  his  way  to  heal  a  land, 
is  ,i.  When  the  people  thereof  are  His  pec - 
pky  called  by  his  name.  2.  When  they 
are  an  Humbledy  penitent  >  praying,  refor¬ 
ming  people. 

Your  greateft  care  therefore  muft  be, 

1.  That  the  people  of  the'  Land  be Gods 
people ,  that  his  Name  be  owned,  his  T ruths  , 
Worfhip,  Intercfts  preferved  pure  and 
inviolate  amongft  us.  It  is  to  thofe  that 
fear  Gods  name  that  the  promile  of  Healing 
is  made,  Mal.^.  2.  2.  liras  much  as  e-  1  * 

ven  the  fins  of  fuch  may  provoke  the  j 
Lord,  your  zeal  for  God,  and  love  to  the  j 
Nation  fhould  appear,  in  awakening  them  j 
and  all  others  to  remember  from  whence  they  j 
■are  fallen  *  many  of  them  through  Pride:, 
Wantonnefs,  Interefts  and  carnal  defigns , 
from  wholefome  Truths,  from  holy  Ordi¬ 
nances  ;  from  the  love  of  a  faithfull  Mini-  .  d 
ftry ,  from  brotherly  love ,  from  Chriftian 
'  Com- 
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Communion;,  to  many  crrours  and, vain 
J anglings  }  to  contempt  of  Magiftracy,  to,  ' 
affronting  Authority,  to  violating  publick 
Order  and  Peace,  to  Inch  an  excefs  of 
Licentioufnefs  under  the  pretenfeof  Freer 
dome,  that  Religion  fcarce  ever  was  more 
endangered  under  the  ftraights  of  Perfe- 
cution  ,  than  under  the  lafcmoufijefs  and 
wantonnefs  of  an  abufed  liberty.  •  Though 
therefore  there  ought  to  be  all;  tendermls 
to  prefer ve  for  Gods  people  the  Liberty 
wherewith  the  Lord  hath  made  themfrec, 
God  forbid  any  reftraint  or  abridgement 
fhould  be  upon  that  ;  yet  fince  the  fame 
Lord  hath  commanded  that  we  tnuft  not 
ufe  our  Liberty  as  a  cloak  of  malicioufnefs ; 
It  is  neceffary  that  great  .prudence  be  ufed 
to  prevent  the  exorbitances  of :  wanton 
minds,  who  make  ufe  of  Liberty  to  the  difr 
honour  and  affaulting  of  publique  Au¬ 
thority  ,  to  the  kindling  of  Flames,  anima¬ 
ting  the  difcontenced  peopleunco  Infurrcdi,- 
ons ,  enervating  the  Peace  and-^concord  of 
the  people  of  the  Land  ,  by  dif-joyntiog 
them  in  that  which  is  the  main  bond  of,Ur 
nicy, the  Truths  of  %eligion  :  wherein  when 
they  are  once  univcrfaJly  broken,  who  fees 
not  how  wide  a  door  is  opened  for  Rome  or 
M un'ier,  not  only  to  enter  in,-  butto  be  wel¬ 
comed  amongft  us. 

G  The 


The  Way  therefore  unto  Healing,  is  to 
endeavour  to  bring  us  ail  home  to  be  Gods 
people,  and  as  his  people  to  be  composed 
within  our  fclves,tolay  afidc  all  dividing, 
Hinguijhing,  invidious  Titles  &  with  fraternal 
affections  to  coalefce ,  as  far  as  may  be  in 
Judgement ,  however  throughly  in  affeBion, 
and  fo  to  keep  our  Differing  Opinions  to  our 
(elves, as  that  the  C on fehnees  of onr  brethren 
may  not  be  grieved,  nor  the  peace  of  the 
Church  of  Chrift  endangered  thereby. 

I  conclude  all,  with  belecching  you,  that 
fince  the  Lord  hath  taken  it  as  one  of  his  Ti¬ 
tles  to  be  called  The  Lord  that  healeth  us, 
Uxod.  15.26.  tha t  without  him,  the  Builder 
worketh ,  the  Watchman  keepeth  ,  the 
Statefman  counfelleth,  the  Phyfician  heal¬ 
eth  all  in  vain ,  you  would  ever  by  prayer 
and  attendance  upon  God  for  Counfcl,  fo 
feek  his  face, and  guidance  in  this  weighty 
work,  that  when  it  is  finiihed ,  and  the 
Head-ftoneof  our  fettlement  laid,  we  may 
fay,  It  was  the  Lords  doing ,  aud  marvelous 
in  our  eyes  ;  and  may  with  fhoutings  cry , 
Grace  ,G race  unto  it. 


FINIS , 
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